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But what if for a long time to come he reads only to ob
tain confirmation of his errors ? What if there exists
a literature appealing to his prejudices, and supplying
him with fallacious arguments for the mistaken beliefs
which he naturally takes up ? What if he rejects all
teaching that aims to disabuse him of cherished delusions ?
Must we not say that the culture which thus merely helps
the workman to establish himself in error, rather unfits
than fits him for citizenship ? And do not the trades'-
umons fdrnish us with evidence of this ?

How little that which people commonly call education
prepares them for the use of political power, may be
judged from the incompetency of those who have re-
ceived the highest education the country affords. Glance
back at the blunders of our legislation, and then remem-
ber that the men who committed them had mostly tsjken
University-degrees, and you must admit that the pro-
foundest ignorance of Social Science may accompany inti-
mate acquaintance with all that our cultivated classes re-
gard as valuable knowledge. Do but take a young mem-
ber of Parliament, fresh" from Oxford or Cambridge, and
ask him what he thinks Law should do, and why? or
what it should not do, and why ? and it will become man-
ifest that neither his familiarity with Aristotle nor his
readings in Thucydides, have prepared him to answer the
very first question a legislator ought to solve. A single
illustration will suffice to show how different an education
from that usually given, is required by legislators, and
consequently by those who elect them: we mean the illus-
tration which the Free-trade agitation supplies. By kings,
peers, and members of Parliament, mostly brought up at
universities, trade had been hampered by protections, pro-
hibitions, and bounties. For centuries had been main'
tained these legislative appliances which a very moderate
insight shows to be detrimental. Yet, of all the highly-